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Abstract
In this paper, I will examine the Japanese coup de force in Thakhak, a city in the south-central 
part of Laos, on March 9, 1945 and the ensuing months. As far as I know, there are no studies on 
Thakhek during this period and the memoirs of former Japanese soldiers are the only available 
documents. It can be said that it is diffi cult to clarify the entire picture during this period. How-
ever, these documents show that the Japanese army had a plan to move the 38th Army headquar-
ters to Thakhek and construct one of the fi nal bases at the end of World War II. Furthermore, 
they show a part of the situation in Laos at that time. It will be necessary to gather more docu-
ments and continue to examine the situation in each region of Laos. I believe that these efforts 
will illuminate the entire picture of what was happening in Laos during this period.
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